
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Wednesday, December 4th, 2013 – At Noon on December 5th, Support Our 

Staff-McGill (#SOS_McGill), a group of concerned students opposed to the 

relocation of support staff, will visually expose how austerity at McGill University 

affects us all.  

 

We are told by administrators over and over again that budget cuts at McGill are necessary to offset our 

unbalanced budget largely blamed on the decision by the provincial government to slash millions of 

dollars from higher education in Quebec. Those with a more critical view of  these budget cuts, like 

Justin Marleau (former Vice-President of AGSEM - the TAs union), suggest that changes in McGill’s 

accounting practices over the years have produced skewed budgetary reports and provide a narrative 

of financial desperation to justify cuts to courses, teaching support budgets, libraries, and jobs across 

campus.  

 

In this imposition of austerity, we have lost 2 libraries and 27 librarians. Now the McGill administration is 

planning to remove support staff from within 14 departments in the Faculty of Arts to remote hubs, 

threatening our easy access to expert support staff and the quality of our education. At the moment, 

Dean of Arts Christopher Manfredi refuses to acknowledge the negative feedback on this terrible and 

costly restructuring plan raised by students, faculty and staff during several town halls held by the 

administration in April, March, and September; in letters published by the McGill Daily on April 4 & 

November 25; and in a petition circulated by students as well as a vote conducted by the Arts Faculty 

Meeting both of which opposed the plan last April.  

 

On December 5th at 12:00pm in McLennan Library, we will make our opposition to austerity at McGill 

visible. 

 

All are invited to join #SOS_McGill as students and concerned community members launch a 

conversation about the impact of budget cuts at McGill by holding an art action at Noon in McLennan 

Library. This action will include a brief performance aimed at disrupting the invisibility of austerity on our 

campus. We acknowledge that Dec. 5th is scheduled to be a study day and is the day before exams 

begin this term. A library's main function, however, is to educate the public. Consequently, the action 

will briefly contribute to this purpose, providing an opportunity for everyone to learn about the impact of 

budget cuts in our libraries and departments.  

 

#SOS_McGill encourages all to join us at 11:30am outside of McLennan Library to collaborate in 

chalking messages about the impact of budget cuts on campus. Information will be available on site, 

including the results of McGill’s first austerity poll, information about austerity in Quebec, and the open 

letter published by #SOS_McGill in the McGill Daily. The art action inside the library will last only 10 

minutes, so photographers are encouraged to be on site before Noon. 

 

Contacts 

Cell - Joseph Sannicandro (514-576-8535) 

Email - solidarityatmcgill@gmail.com 

WWW - http://supportourstaffmcgill.wordpress.com 

FB - https://www.facebook.com/supportourstaffmcgill 

https://soundcloud.com/agsem/the-struggle-continues-segment
https://soundcloud.com/agsem/the-struggle-continues-segment
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More information 

 Open letter launched on Nov. 25th now has 140 of signatories, including four student associations: 

http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2013/11/save-our-support-staff/#hide1 

 The administration’s website detailing the released restructuring planes:  

http://www.mcgill.ca/arts/facultystaff/people-processes-partnerships 

 A petition started last year protesting the proposed restructuring of Leacock and the lack of student 
consultation:  

http://www.change.org/petitions/people-processes-and-partnership-project-of-mcgill-
university-cease-the-leacock-space-restructuring-effort 

 Daily coverage on this issue:  

http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2013/03/leacock-space-reallocation-plans-under-scrutiny/ 

http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2013/04/leacock-restructuring-consultation-continues/ 

http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2013/09/debate-begins-again-on-leacock-restructuring/ 

http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2013/01/aus-council-discussed-re-organization-of-arts-
administration/ 

http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2013/03/say-goodbye-to-your-departments/ 

 A letter of protest by Professor Amelia Jones: 

http://www.mcgilldaily.com/2013/04/maybe-its-just-a-ploy-for-a-game-of-extreme-musical-
chairs/ 

 Available on site - excerpts from the results of McGill’s first Austerity Poll that asked, “How have you 
or your department been affected by austerity measures at McGill?” 

 

 Upcoming Action: We are also hosting our own town hall on Tuesday January 14, from 5:35 p.m. to 
7:25 p.m. in Arts W-215, in order to promote awareness and build solidarity in our efforts to stop the 
forced relocation of our departmental staff. 
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